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1. BULOW PLANTATION RUINS 

Description 

The Bulow Plantation Ruins stand as a monument to the rise and fall of the largest sugar plantation in 

east Florida. In 1821, Charles Wilhelm Bulow of Charleston purchased a large track of land in Mosquito, 

now Flagler County and began development of the large Bulow Sugar Plantation. After his death in May 

1823, development was continued by his son, John Joachim Bulow. Bulow’s Sugar Mill was constructed 

of local coquina rock, which was used to build most large structures in the 19
th
 century. At the time of its 

destruction in 1836, the plantation operated with 300 slaves and had 800 acres under cultivation in sugar 

cane and cotton. The Second Seminole War swept away the prosperous Bulow Plantation, a unique 

spring house, its wells and slave cabins of the former plantation. A scenic walking trail and state park 

were created amongst the ruins to magnify the historic significance of the area and educate locals, 

tourists and history buffs alike about the plantation's history. A boat ramp provides access for canoes and 

small powerboats to scenic Bulow Creek, a designated state canoe trail. Anglers can fish from the dock or 

a boat. Bulow Plantation was added to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1970. 

Location 

The Bulow Plantation Ruins is located three miles west of Flagler Beach on County Road (CR) 201  

(Old Kings Road) between State Road (SR) 100 and Old Dixie Highway. 
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2. BUNNELL STATE BANK BUILDING 

(CITIZEN’S BANK OF BUNNELL) 

Description 

Soon after it was chartered in June, 1909, the Bunnell Development Company began construction of its 

two-story headquarters on the southeast corner of Moody Boulevard and Railroad Street. The company 

offices were located on the top floor with Bunnell State Bank occupying most of the bottom floor. Issac I. 

Moody, Jr. served as president of both organizations. 

In 1917, the Bunnell State Bank was moved across the railroad tracks to the new bank building on the 

northwest corner of Moody Boulevard and Bay Street. Over the years, the bank failed and a new bank, 

Citizens Bank of Bunnell, took its place. The building was added to the NRHP in 1992. 

Location 

The Bunnell State Bank building is located on the northwest corner of East Moody Boulevard and Bay 

Street. 
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3. CHEROKEE GROVE 

(PRINCESS PLACE PRESERVE) 

Description 

In 1886, Henry Mason Cutting, a wealthy New England sportsman, purchased the property known as 

"Cherokee Grove". Cutting also bought several adjoining parcels, including a point where he decided to 

build a lodge. Cutting's New York architect gave the lodge a romantic European look with a cross-shaped 

great room of dark wood rising to a 24-foot peak, a massive fireplace and a false gallery around the 

second-story level.  The architect also made the place Floridian with wide porches shaded by a deep 

overhang, and the lodge walls are blocks molded of concrete and native coquina. The woodwork was 

carved by a father-and-son team who had worked on Flagler's opulent Ponce de Leon Hotel in St. 

Augustine (now Flagler College). 

The lodge was completed in 1888, the same year Cutting married Angela Mills. He died in 1892 leaving 

his estate to his 26 year-old wife and two infant children. Angela later married an exiled Russian prince 

named Boris Scherbatow and Cherokee Grove became known as the “Princess Place”. 

In October 1993, the Board of County Commissioners of Flagler County purchased 435 acres of the 

property by using its land acquisition funds and approximately one million dollars in funding from the State 

of Florida through one of the first Preservation 2000 Grants. Governor Lawton Chiles formally dedicated 

the Princess Place Preserve in August 1994, and an additional 1000 acres was added to the Preserve by 

Flagler County with the help of funding from the State and from the St. Johns River Water Management 

District. Visitors can take in the environment on one of the many hiking, biking and equestrian trails, 

spend time fishing in the salt marshes along the Matanzas River and Pellicer Creek, or camp out under 

the stars. The Preserve was added to the NRHP in 1997. 

Location 

Princess Place Preserve is 
located between A1A and I-
95, on Pellicer Creek just 
south of the St. Johns/Flagler 
county line. 
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4. OLD BRICK ROAD 

(DIXIE HIGHWAY) 

Description 

The Old Brick Road extends for a distance of 11 miles between CR 204 and the rural community of 

Espanola. The northern two miles of the road are located in St. Johns County while the remaining portion 

is located in Flagler County. The road was part of the Dixie Highway, which was the brainchild of Carl 

Graham Fisher, who was also a big backer of the Lincoln Highway and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

When it was completed it was more than 5,706 miles long and stretched as far north as Sault Sainte 

Marie, Michigan and reached as far south as Florida City, Florida, south of Miami. 

On April 1, 1914, the voters of St. Johns County, Florida voted for a $650,000 bond issue for the purpose 
of constructing the Dixie Highway through the county. Isaac I. Moody was chairman of the St. Johns 
County commission when the bond passed. There were 450 voters county wide, 89 of them being from 
Bunnell, and all 89 voted for the bond issue. The work on the highway in present Flagler County began at 
the corner of now Moody Blvd and Railroad Street. One construction crew worked east toward Ocean 
City (now Flagler Beach) and another crew worked north toward Espanola. The last brick in the Dixie 
Highway through St. Johns County was laid in March 1916, the event being celebrated by a barbecue 
and general good time for the construction crew.  Laborers then began grading each side of the brick 
preparatory to planting it with grass. 

The road is composed of a packed shell foundation topped with a 9-foot-wide vitrified brick roadbed and 

4-inch-wide concrete curbs, flanked by 3-foot-wide shell shoulders for a total width of 15 feet. The Old 

Brick Road was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2005. 

Location 

The Old Brick Road is located roughly 

between Espanola (in Flagler County) 

and CR 204 southeast of Hastings near 

Flagler Estates (in St. Johns County). 

  



Flagler County National Register of Historic Places found along Heritage Crossroads 

P a g e  | 5 

5. MALA COMPRA PLANTATION ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 

Description 

The Mala Compra Plantation Archeological Site is an archaeological site in Palm Coast, Florida. Mala 

Compra (Spanish for bad bargain or bad purchase) was originally part of northeastern Florida's largest 

plantation system. It was worked from 1816 through 1836, when the Seminoles burned (Sisco can 

research the exact date it was burned if we are interested, what do you think?) it down near the beginning 

of the Second Seminole War. 

Mala Compra’s owner, Joseph Marion Hernández (1788–1857), was Florida’s first delegate to the U.S. 

Congress in 1822 and 1823 and the first Hispanic to serve in Congress. The site was added to the NRHP 

in 2004. 

Location 

The site is located west 

of the intersection of 

North Oceanshore 

Boulevard and Mala 

Compra Drive, Palm 

Coast. 
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6. MARINELAND 

(MARINE STUDIOS) 

Description 

Marineland of Florida (Marineland) opened in 1938 as one of Florida's first marine mammal parks and the 

world's first underwater motion picture studio. The new word, “oceanarium,” was developed to describe 

the park, denoting a place where various species of marine life lived together, as they do in the sea, 

rather than kept segregated, as they had traditionally been in other facilities.  

The founding group of “Marine Studios” (the original name given the facility) included men who shared an 

interest in film making and exploration and had family ties to some of the great American fortunes. Two 

notable early visitors to Marine Studios were First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, who wrote about it in her 

syndicated newspaper column, "My Day," and correspondent Ernie Pyle, who proclaimed it "something 

absolutely new in Florida." In succeeding years Marineland became a site of frequent visitation for literary 

figures such as Ernest Hemingway, Alexander Woolcott, John Dos Passos, Thornton Wilder and exiled 

Norwegian Nobel Prize winner Sigrid Undset. Humorist Robert Benchley, (whose grandson, Peter 

Benchley, would later write the best-selling novel Jaws) came so often that he was proclaimed honorary 

mayor of Marineland. Its literary connections continued after World War II when operation of the Dolphin 

Restaurant at Marineland was taken over by Norton Baskin, husband of Pulitzer Prize winning novelist 

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. 

After closing its doors for several years, the oceanarium re-opened to the public on March 4, 2006. It 

currently functions as an entertainment and swim-with-the-dolphins facility, and the Dolphin Conservation 

Center was purchased by Atlanta’s Georgia Aquarium in January 2011. Marineland was added to the 

NRHP in 1986. 

Location 

Marineland is located at 9600 

Oceanshore Boulevard  

(Highway A1A) in St. Augustine. 
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7. LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE 

Description 

The Little Red School House museum captures the look and components of the single room school 

houses that once served Flagler County. The Little Red School House was constructed in 1938 as part of 

the county’s vocational agriculture education program.  Future Farmers of America (FFA) as well as 4-H 

Club held meetings there. The Little Red School House was added to the NRHP in 2007. 

Location 

The Little Red School 

House is located on 800 

Howe Street, north of 

Moody Boulevard on 

the Bunnell Elementary 

School property 
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8. WASHINGTON OAKS HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Description 

Washington Oaks, originally part of Joseph Marion Hernández’s (1788–1857) Bella Vista Plantation, is 

famous for the unique shoreline of coquina rock formations that line its Atlantic beach. Nestled between 

the Atlantic Ocean and the Matanzas River, this property was once owned by a distant relative of 

President George Washington. The gardens, which are the formal centerpiece of this park, were 

established by Louise and Owen Young who purchased the land in 1936. They named the property 

Washington Oaks and in 1965 donated most of the property to the state. The gardens make remarkable 

use of native and exotic species, varying from azaleas and camellias to the exquisite birds of paradise, all 

sheltered within a picturesque oak hammock. Visitors can picnic and fish from either the beach or the 

seawall along the Matanzas River. A number of short trails provide opportunities for hiking and bicycling. 

Washington Oaks was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2009. 

Location 

Washington Oaks is located at 6400 North Oceanshore Boulevard in Palm Coast  

along A1A. 

 


